
,

ffi $rlffi#Iffi
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

wAsHINGTOnq THE DtsTRlcT OF pLUiArA

Oflice of the Sccretary ofDefense
Chiel
Date: Authority: BO 13s26+ 5 v*f ss2

Deny in FuIl:
MBUORANDUM POR THE PRESIDBNT

SUBJBGT: MX

Reason:
MDRr -M-

Thcre have been nuDorous suggestiols as to how to base theHX, starting uith the severat vaifants or tne carter uuiiipteProtectl_ve system (lrps) , otherrise known as the unilergroundRacetrack.
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After considBration of the Tounes.conuissron report, weconcluded that there uas no lylty develop-a grouna_u;;;J'syste!uhich courd assure survivabirity. ruerilore, rre reported to thecongress that our best solutiou was to poi- ro"u of the nissilesId super herden, at the se[es and exaa.inatl.on of soue other
nderground' basing, silos defended
aircraft concept, under whichs flying on a contiouous orbit

This approach rould give us an earl y deployuent in 1996,which is the date the MX would first beg in coming off the Pro-duction line and rould thus add substant ially to our deterrontsince 40 of the new nissiles would be in ace
rhile we evelolon g- er[ es ng mo ing survivabil

ed the best
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unfortuna!?ly, tho coheir-iluna Arendrent to our rgg2Authorl. zation.IllL required us t_o .rgpgrt the se.lectdd peruanent
-rod? bv Jurv of rs8lr, -aair it prohibiiea uJ Ir;;=;;y.io[Iri.basing schene La supir hardenld silos.

cut n billioa tad ,a.half frorisslles alil.f.ZtS riltion of thee Hiuutelrr sllos.
n'^ .rlc r.rouSe Gorrittee reduced (but .liil not kirr) our iequestfor lntorl'n besing bv about ssoa- riiiirli] or approxi4atery oneharf the adou"l 

"-" 
r-Lgueslea- rrre Full '6orrrii'""-iiE-aiiro.,r"

constiuctlon''of thc ilC' llissite.
rn dirsct-response to ),our queitions in your. ia!ost ueroranduu

ovel requirgd to protect the MXnitia! opersrion in 19g6 is

Seuat6 and House dounitt.ees eiinin
requested_ fol the continuous patrodeleted a1r funds-for stut, :i future options plus, as r saidabovc, eil funds for tte iirtr"r procurcrent of the nissiro,

ineering peoplo believe that
i-i- the so-caltcd Gtir.si Spaced
which supet hardened veriical00 fect epert,rith a hundredxiualely 10 sguare niles. Thesuch a Dense pack field of MXo Put thelr nissiles into suchrould be destroyed on the wayide. As a rebutl of thist a rnuch larger nunbdr ofive than if Che SovLets wereThis in turn would require:ing pattera of missiLe firing.
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Il regard to your third cuaeto a :iearonabte selecEilii-add
9f- ttis }ro?r, slthough ne ro,riJ

. tablc of 4exf sunmer. tLile it

:

)tears evay; at leist

uestion, givea the short tineuld -probabl.y recoorcnd, ufthinuodes of beslng, incfuiliug .

Ln'based 4is5iles reuain in

as eithei invulnerable or even higuidance systeEs and accuracy, Bn

'Another optio4 is, of course, to ask the Gonnittees to appro-
ryla1e thp uecEs:-ar)' fuudiag ror ieii.""It, -i;";i6peii]""ra 

initiarprocureuegt for the other nissi.les, but ai r.put 
"'i"o"6 arouna

ltt': that_ls, declare that it shouiil not be spent urtil a finalbaslng uodd Ls rcconnended to, ena .ptrd.r"i.ti,, trr. irigio"r.
u contiuue to urge the interinbut acccpt es a iall-back, eate lfencedfr funds until we
aud try to get a. few urbret deterniaatLon.

' r rook forward to discussing this nattet with you at yourconyenieace.
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June 11 , 79132

DAVID S. C. CHU
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ilE-rlol lufi Fq T. K. JoilEs, DEpl,Ty uilDER SECRETARY (SnATEETC & THEATER
I{UCLEAR F()RCES

SUBIIECI: ifemorandum to the President on NSDD 35

(U) Thahk jou for the opportunity to comnt on the pAckage for the president
on i0( strhtegy,

re need to preserve an

61 Flnally, the draft talker and th
one-year delay in lO( 'IOG riII .Ieave

ilitf--hor it ls defined and rhether
eference to the rwlndow of
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